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Art Unit. 1751 

Claims 1 1-19 are pending in this application. 

Priority 

1 This application is a divisional of the US. Application No. 10/276, 140 filed on 

1 1/12/2202 and now a US. Patent No. 6,726,730 which is a 371 of PCT/EP01/12806 filed on 
November 6, 2001. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2 An examiner' s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
William Valance on October 14, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows. 
In the specification: 

In page 1, under the subtitle "CROSS-REFERENCE" replace "10/276,410" by - 
10/276,140-. In the second line under the above subtitle insert ~ Now a US. Patent No. 
6,726,730 which is a 371 of PCT/EP01/12806 filed on November 6, 2001- after the term 

"2002". 



In the claims: 



In claim 16, in line 1, replace " (represented -formerly dependent claim 7)" by-(new)- 
In claim 17, in line 1, replace " (represented -formerly dependent claim 8)" by-(new)- 
In claim 18, in line 1, replace " (represented -formerly dependent claim 9)" by-(new)-. 
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3 Claims 1 1- 19 are allowed. 

STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

4 The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The closest prior art of record (DE 203 1907) teaches a compound having a formula in 
which a nitro (N02) and a cyano (CN) groups are attached to the benzene ring in the 
benzthiadiazole compound (see abstract and page 2, the formulae). However, the patentee differ 
form the applicant in that the prior art of record does not teach or disclose a compound having 
the limitations of V and W in the compound of the claimed formula (I). Further, the prior art of 
record does not teach or disclose a method for dyeing hair or an agent for dyeing hair comprising 
at least one 7-nitro-2, 1,3 -benzthiadiazole compound of the claimed formula (I). Accordingly, the 
claimed subject matter as a whole would not have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art of hair dyeing formulation or in the art of synthetic chemical compounds. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eisa B Elhilo whose telephone number is (571) 272-1315. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M - F (8:00 -5:30) with alternate Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Yogendra Gupta can be reached on (571) 272-1316. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Eisa Elhilo %j^jJA^^ 
October 14, 2004 jj 
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